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Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held in the  

Jackson room, Town Hall on Wednesday 20th May 2026 at 18.00pm 

 

Present: Councillor R Charlton (Presiding Chairman), Councillor T Lofthouse, Councillor B 
Smith, Councillor J Carlisle, Councillor Booth, Councillor Hill, Councillor Shenton & 
Councillor Greene. 

 

Mrs L Close, Parish Clerk  

The Chair of GDI 

Cllr R Foster – North Yorkshire Council 

 

2627/001 Item 1 – Election of Chairman 

Proposed by Councillor N Shenton, seconded by Councillor J Carlisle, and resolved in favour to 
elect Councillor R Charlton as Chairman. 

 

2627/002 Item 2 – Election of Vice Chairman 

Proposed by Councillor T Lofthouse, seconded by Councillor C Greene, and resolved in favour to 
elect Councillor B Kendall as Vice Chairman.  

 

2627/003 Item 3 – Chairman’s remarks 

Councillor R Charlton welcomed everybody to the meeting and thanked them for attending.  

 

2627/004 Item 4 – Reasons for absence 

Councillor Kendall and Councillor K Darwin had a prior engagement – reasons accepted 

 

2627/005 Item 5 – Disclosure of Interest 

None declared  

 

2627/006 Item 6 – Dispensations 

None requested  

 

2627/007 Item 7 – Standing Orders 

Proposed by Councillor T Lofthouse, seconded by Councillor C Greene and resolved to adopt 
Standing Orders.  
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2627/008 Item 8 – Financial Regulations  

Proposed by Councillor T Lofthouse, seconded by Councillor C Greene, and resolved to adopt the 
financial regulations.  

 

2627/009  Item 9 – Financial Risk Assessment 

Proposed by Councillor R Hill, seconded by Councillor T Lofthouse, and resolved to adopt the 
financial risk assessment.  

 

2627/010 Item 10 – Code of Conduct  

The Code of Conduct for Members was received and noted.  

 

2627/011 Item 11 – GDPR 

Proposed by Councillor T Lofthouse, seconded by Councillor J Booth, and resolved to adopt the 
GDPR policies. 

 

2627/012 Item 12 – Complaints policy  

Proposed by Councillor R Hill, seconded by Councillor T Lofthouse, and resolved to adopt the 
Council’s complaints policy.  

 

2627/013 Item 13 – Risk Assessments 

Proposed by Councillor C Greene, seconded by Councillor T Lofthouse, and resolved to adopt the 
Council’s risk assessments.  

 

2627/014 Item 14 – Publication Scheme 

Proposed by Councillor T Lofthouse, seconded by Councillor J Carlisle, and resolved to adopt the 
Council’s publication scheme.  

 

2627/015 Item 15 – Meeting date and times 

The meeting dates and times for the Council year 2026/2027 were received and noted.  

 

2627/016 Item 16 – Minutes of the previous meeting 

Proposed by Councillor T Lofthouse, seconded by Councillor J Booth, and resolved that the  

minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting held on 29th April is a true record of the meeting.  

 

2627/017 Item 17 – Lighting matters 

Councillor Lofthouse advised the meeting that the invoices had at last been received from North  

Yorkshire Council and had been settled in full. This had come in under budget and Councillor  

Lofthouse was waiting for all copies of the plans and information to be passed over to the parish  
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council for future reference. Thanks were given to Councillor Darwin and Booth, and a special  

mention of thanks to Councillor Lofthouse, who has worked tirelessly on this project.  

 

2627/018 Item 18 – Playground 

It was confirmed that the old Skatepark had now been removed, and the planning application for  

the new park had been submitted.  

Councillor Shenton asked when Council were appointing the contractors for the Skatepark. It was  

confirmed this had been completed the month before and all Councillors were happy  

with the choice of contractor. 

Councillor Shenton advised that he had documents that stated the trees and the cutting of the  

Grass was the responsibility of NYC, Cllr Foster was asked to progress this.  

The headmistress had contacted Councillor Charlton to ask if a company could use the  

football field in the summer for activities and would pay £100 per day for its use. Councillor  

Shenton advised that the school would not have the authority to grant this permission in the  

summer months because the lease does not cover authority for this. The item would be  

discussed at the next meeting. The Clerk confirmed that if the PC organised this, they could  

donate the money straight back to the school, which is the whole purpose of the project.  

 

Councillor Booth asked if the empty hand sanitiser bottle which was at the entrance of the  

playground could be removed; the Clerk would ask the Caretaker to action.  

Councillor R Hill would complete the June inspections. 

 

2627/019 Item 19 – Finance  

Proposed by Councillor R Hill, seconded by Councillor C Greene, and resolved in favour to accept  

The bank reconciliation and bank statement. 

Proposed by Councillor R Hill, seconded by Councillor C Greene, and resolved in favour to accept  

The budget.  

 

2627/020 Item 20 – Properties 

An update from the Town Hall was given by the Chair of the GDI. The lease that was proposed for  

Tenants of the Undercroft were looked at and discussed.  

Proposed by Councillor J Carlisle, seconded by Councillor J Booth, and resolved in favour to  

approve the lease.  

Councillor Shenton raised insurance matters and asked that they be updated. The  

Clerk would action.  

Wood Lane Car Park was discussed, and the unauthorised parking there. It was agreed that a  

social media post would be uploaded to advise people of potential enforcement action for the  

misuse of the car park and the Clerk would look at a potential barrier system. 
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Car park works for the front of the Town Hall would be adjourned until the following meeting.  

Football Club lease and negotiations – Adjourned until the next meeting.   

 

2627/020 Item 21 – North Yorkshire Councillor 

Councillor Foster congratulated the Parish Council on completing the lighting works and  

the Town Hall on the refurbishment of the Undercroft. No further updates to report.   

 

2627/021 Item 22 – Planning 

C/33/28A - 6 Fell View Square 

Proposed by Councillor T Lofthouse to support the application, seconded by Councillor C Greene. 

Proposed by Councillor N Shenton to object to the application, this motion was not seconded and  

fell. 

Votes for carried motion, 6 in favour and 1 against (Cllr Shenton). 

 

26267/022 Item 23 – Correspondence 

A request for a letter of support for housing needs was agreed upon. The Clerk would action.  

 

With no further business discussed, the meeting closed at 19.55 pm 

 

The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 

 Wednesday 24th June 2026  


